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						        			      ›   F O L L O W  U S  O N            ›

› H O C K E R I L L  N E W S
As you will be aware on Wednesday 1st 

February one of the teaching unions will 
be taking industrial action. The strike is 
happening because of a national dispute 

between the teaching unions and the 
government over teachers’ pay, and not 

because of any issues at the College.

I am sorry to inform you that Hockerill will be closed to all 
students on Wednesday February 1st and so we ask that you not 
to send your child into school on that day. Full and weekly boarders will 
be supervised in the boarding houses and flexi boarders may attend 
but we would prefer that they did not. 

We apologise for the disruption that this may cause but after conducting 
a thorough risk assessment we feel this is the best way to manage the 
challenge of an unknown and potentially significant number of staff being absent. Learning will be maintained for 
all those students who have teachers not participating in industrial action by work being set on Teams. Teaching 
of those lessons will not however be ‘live’ as they were during lockdowns and the recent snow day. Any student 
due to have an instrumental music lesson on February 1st will have their lesson online at the usual time with 
their tutor.

Please accept our apologies that you will have to make alternative arrangements for your child but the 
circumstances mean that we have no other practicable option. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate 
to contact me at woodsd@hockerill.com

David Woods

Principal

Reporting your child’s absence
Parents and students are aware that the College is now using EduLink One and we are asking all parents to support us by downloading the 
App if not already done so.  EduLink One can also be accessed via the internet.

From Monday 30th January 2023, the only way to report absences due to illness and advise us of medical appointments 
will be via the ‘Absence Reporting’ function in Edulink.  Please notify the school via the App before 0830hrs on each day of 
your child’s absence.  The option to leave answer phone messages via the main switchboard will be removed and absences 
must not be notified by e-mail.

We will notify parents via email and/or text if your child is absent from morning registration/Period 1 by 0930hrs if no reason for absence has 
been given.

In EduLink the date, hour and minute needs to be selected for the start and the end of the absence period. A full reason should be provided 
for the absence and the details submitted to the school by clicking the ‘Send’ button.

Should evidence supporting an absence be required, this can be attached using the paper-clip symbol. In the App, parents can switch between 
their children by clicking on their child’s profile picture.

Year 7 trip to Little Canada, Isle of Wight - Reminder of Deadline.
The deadline for the completion of the Level 2 Consent Form and payment of the £75 deposit is 0900hrs on 1st February 2023. This will 
secure your child’s place on this trip.

Ms McCulloch and Mrs Ashlee-McCrae

Building Healthy Relationships whilst Socializing Online
The use of the internet among young people is now everywhere. The rise in the cultural acceptance of internet 
relationships between young people and strangers that they play or talk with online, has opened the door to 
dangers. Yet it is only a small amount of these relationships which turn out malicious, but children and young 
people may find it difficult to understand when that arises. The Information Commissioners Office, the UK’s 
information rights agency, has published guidance on what to look for when these relationships turn sour. And 
more importantly, what to do about it. This guidance is applicable to teachers and parents alike. For parents it 
is an excellent source of help when discussing with internet social life with their children. It aims to help  bring 
parents up to date when it comes to the social world within which their children exist. To find the guidance please 
follow this the link.

Please click on the poster to view a larger image.

Call for help

The Design & Technology department is looking to acquire pasta machines for students to use in Food practical lessons. If you have a pasta 
machine that you no longer use and would like to donate it to the College, we would be very grateful.

› G E N E R A L  N E W S
Herts Sports Partnership - Opportunity to access funding to support any non-swimmers in years 7 & 8
As you may be aware, many Primary Schools were not able to offer school swimming during Covid. As a consequence there are number of 
pupils in secondary schools that are unable to swim. It is not a national curriculum requirement to provide swimming lessons in Secondary 
Schools, however we believe it is a very important life skill for all young people. There may be an opportunity for your child’s school to access 
funding to support non-swimmers.

In order for us to gain a better understanding of how many Year 7 & 8 pupils that are currently unable to swim across all Hertfordshire 
Secondary Schools, we would be grateful if you could complete a short survey if your child cannot swim.

› S O C I A L  A N T H R O P O L O G Y
’Anthrobytes’ is the Anthropology Podcast put together by sixth form students and Mrs Dallas, in which we discuss 
all things human in bite-sized portions!  In this episode we present the letter ‘J’ for ‘Justice’ and ask ‘What is the 
role of anthropologists in seeking justice for studied groups?’ In this episode, we consider Bourgois’ In Search 
of Respect, looking at the way that violence and ‘street justice’ is used in the breakdown of legal institutions, as 
well as the ethicality of representing delinquent and criminal groups anthropologically. Next, we debated Nancy Scheper-Hughes’ concept of 
‘advocacy anthropology’ and whether anthropologists should solely observe, or directly engage with studied groups for the purpose of ‘doing 
some good’.

Please click here to listen to the podcast.

Missed any episodes? You can find them here.

› M U S I C
Music lessons on Wednesday 1st February will take place online as the College is closed due to strike action.

Instrumental/vocal teachers will be in contact with students expecting lessons that day to arrange this via Teams.

Online Lesson Terms and Conditions can be found here.

Feel free to contact us if you have any queries musicadmin@hockerill.com

Thank you

Mrs Morrow-Plant

Joint Director of Music, Head of Instrumental Studies

› H E A LT H  &  W E L L B E I N G
YMCA Trinity - Let’s get together
YMCA Trinity are hosting a new free webinar for parents. 

Join them for Devices, social media, gaming: How to help your child navigate this world, 

8th March from 1900hrs – 2000hrs with an optional 30 minute Q&A session afterwards

Deadline to register – 3rd March. Click here to register

› H O C K E R I L L  P A R E N T S  A N D  F R I E N D S
Second hand uniform sale this coming Saturday

In advance of our first second hand uniform sale this coming Saturday, we wanted to let you know that we have an excellent stock 
of both blazers and trousers. These will be priced at £8 (blazers) and £5 (trousers). We also have a lot of PE kit (shorts and vests) at £5 each 
and a very limited quantity of rugby tops (£8) and fleeces (£8). If you’re in need of anything in particular, please email us at HPF@Hockerill.
com with the size you require and we’ll do our best to help.

Tesco Community Grants Scheme - cast your vote!
From mid-January, you will be able to vote for Hockerill Parents and Friends in Tesco stores in Bishop’s Stortford and Stansted. Don’t forget 
to ask for a blue token whenever you buy something - winning projects can be awarded up to £1,500, which would benefit our school 
enormously!

Thank you.

The HPF Team

› T H E  H O C K E R I L L  H U B ›

IMPORTANT DATES
Wednesday 8th 
February
Early finish for all students

1440hrs  (due to Year 7 & 
Year 8 Student, Parent and 
Teacher consultations)

Friday 10th February 

Half term holiday 

Depart at 1540hrs

Sunday 19th February
Boarders return

Monday 20th February
Term recommences 
Contact us:

General  
communications to:
admin@hockerill.com

Exceptional 
circumstances for 
leave of absence to:
Year 7 to 11 Student  
Exceptional Leave of 
Absence Form 

Sixth Form Student 
Exceptional Leave of 
Absence Form 

 

 

Gaming refers to playing electronic games, whether through 
consoles, computers, tablets, smartphones or other devices. 
Gaming remains one of the most popular forms of 
entertainment, attracting a wide range of age groups from all 
across the world. Gaming is always looking to develop, often 
improving on graphical features, accessibility and user 
engagement as years go by.

Unlike many other forms of media, gaming 
brings a sense of challenge to the player. 
Usually there is a degree of skill involved that 
players need to develop in order to progress. 
Depending on the type of game, it can also 
offer players a platform where they can be 
imaginative and explore their own creativity.

Some games have rich storylines and 
characters that are engaging and 
memorable. Many players also use it as an 
opportunity to compete and socialise with 
other users whether it be in person or 
online. More often than not though, people 
game, because it is fun!

Benefits of Gaming
Can develop critical and creative skills 1
Can bring educational benefit and awareness2
Is available to most audiences and family members3
Is an easy and accessible way to socialise with others4

Considerations for Gaming
Have awareness of appropriate age restrictions1
Parental awareness around purchasing2
Active discussions around socialising safely 3
Reporting harmful or offensive content online4

1
2
3
4

Socialising Online
A staple of gaming is the community that surrounds it. Groups 
and audiences can gather around a specific game, character or 
theme to build specific fan bases that can interact with each 
other. Young people may like to socialise online because:

It gives them a platform to be with 
friends outside of school

There is usually a competitive element at play, 
which can feel rewarding

It can build confidence and social skills which 
may not be attainable physically

It gives opportunity to young people who have 
difficulty socialising with friends and others

1
2
3
4

Reporting and Blocking
Gaming communities can range from supportive and 
educational, to toxic and harmful. In some instances, it 
can even lead towards more radical content being 
promoted. When faced with something or someone being 
harmful online, make sure young people know how to:

Report the player or piece of content

Mute or block the player 

Manage their privacy settings or 
communication options

Speak with a trusted adult for support

Online Safety & Gaming

Report Harmful Content: 
reportharmfulcontent.com 

Further Support
Professionals Online Safety Helpline: saferinternet.org.uk/professionals-online-safety-helpline

Harmful Sexual Behaviour Support Service: swgfl.org.uk/harmful-sexual-behaviour-support-service/

To find out more about Gaming visit the SWGfL hub: 
swgfl.org.uk/topics/gaming/

or scan the QR code
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