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Richard Markham

As the academic year draws to a close, I would like to welcome you to the final
newsletter of the term which highlights the achievements of the summer term.
It has once again been an incredibly busy term, and I hope that you enjoy the
reminders of the various highpoints in the following pages.
In addition to looking back, we must also look forward to the 2018/19 academic
year. Next year will be an exciting time for the College with the major focus being the
work on the construction of the new Sports Hall and Science Block. We are very much
looking forward to working with Borras Construction Ltd on these buildings and we
will make sure there are regular updates on progress. As I mentioned at Speech Day,
these buildings will serve as a welcome addition to our facilities but will also create
spaces for refurbishment. To ensure that we are able to fully develop the College site
we do need to brace ourselves to raise £500,000 over the next three years. We will continue to look for external
sponsorship and grant opportunities but I hope you don’t mind a very explicit plug for two ways in which our
parents can assist us.
HOCKERILL DEVELOPMENT FUND

DONATION REQUEST
Here at Hockerill we value and need the contributions made by families to the Hockerill
Development Fund.
Currently we have 630 families at Hockerill, if each one made a contribution of £15
per month the fund could grow by £113,400 per year. With gift aid, this would rise to
£145,150.
Key projects for 2017-20 for the College are the building of a fantastic new sports hall,
the building of a fit for purpose new science block and the repurposing of the College
gymnasium.

✂
I would like to support the Hockerill Development Fund with the following regular donation

£50 per month

£25 per month

£15 per month

£

per month

I would like to support the Hockerill Development Fund with a single donation of £
Please make cheques payable to Hockerill Anglo-European College.

Your bank is: (name and address of bank)

Your Details
Name:
Address:

Signature:

Post Code:

Date:

Tel No:
Starting on:
(day) /
(month) /
(Please allow 21 days before first payment)
Account No:
Sort Code
Bank Instructions:
To the Manager:
Please pay indicated amount on the date specified to
HSBC, 18 North Street, Bishop’s Stortford, Herts CM23 2LP
Account No 91311956, Sort Code 40-12-03
for the credit of Hockerill Anglo-European College.

(year)

Make more of your gift:
Use Gift Aid and you can make your donation worth
more. For all UK taxpayers we will get an extra 28p
for every £1 you donate. All you have to do is tick
the box below.
Please treat my donation as a Gift Aid one
Return to us:
Please return this form to:
Hockerill Development Fund, Hockerill Anglo-European College,
Dunmow Road, Bishop’s Stortford, Herts CM23 5HX

H3484request17

The first is the College Development Fund. A number of parents
already make very generous donations to this fund, but if every family
at Hockerill contributed £15 per month we would raise an estimated
£90,000 per year, which would go a long way to reaching our target.
The second area is the new campaign associated with the Sports
Hall which offers students, parents and alumni the opportunity to
have their name inscribed on a brick or paving slab which will be
incorporated in the new building. Please click on the images to access
the relevant donation forms.

Please
help us
to fill in
the gaps

I hope that you will think about making a contribution to these funds and I look forward to updating you on the
progress towards our goals.
I wish you all a very happy and restful summer. For those that leave us I look forward to hearing of your exploits in the
future, and for those who return I look forward to welcoming you back in September for the ‘Year of the Great Build’.
Have a happy summer.

Simon Dennis
The College are sad to announce the
death of former Principal Simon Dennis.
Mr Dennis was Principal from 2008 –
2013 and will be fondly remembered
by all present and former staff, parents
and students. Mr Dennis was a
powerful advocate for the international
dimension of the Hockerill community,
and worked tirelessly to develop
a curriculum and facilities which would make this vision a reality.
He was an influential spokesman for the College within the State
Boarding School Association and within the International Baccalaureate
Organisation. His student-centred approach and compassionate
leadership of the College touched many lives, and the College has
received many tributes to his time at Hockerill which attest to this.
The College sends Mr Dennis’ family our heartfelt condolences and
thanks for his reflective, kind and ambitious leadership of Hockerill.
Formal commemoration of his life and period at Hockerill are currently
being organised and the College will keep the community updated on
the progress of these events.
Any messages of condolence that are sent via the College will be
forwarded to his family.

Gerard
Murphy
The College is delighted to be
continuing its support for former
student Gerard Murphy. In this
edition of the newsletter there is
further information about the recent
quiz and the incredible generosity
of the community in ensuring that
Gerard’s university costs for his final
year are covered.
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NOTICES
Monday 3rd September
Staff Inset Day
Tuesday 4th September
Staff Inset Day
Arrival of all NEW Boarders
Wednesday 5th September
Term commences for ALL new
students and ALL Year 12 students
Thursday 6th September
Term commences for all other
students
Saturday 8th September
Presentation for Year 7 Parents (St
Albans Hall)
Monday 10th September
Individual Student Photographs
Wednesday 12th September
1900 Bilingual section meeting for
Year 8 Parents (St Albans Hall)
Friday 14th September
1900 Year 12 Induction Formal
(Refectory & Sixth Form Centre)
Saturday 22nd September
Exeat weekend
Thursday 27th September
Whole College Photograph
1830 Iceland Trip information
evening (Chapel)
Friday 28th September
1900 Year 13 Boarders’ Formal
(Refectory)
Saturday 29th September
Open Morning
Saturday 6th October
Exeat weekend
Wednesday 17th October
Year 7 Parent Consultation Evening
Friday 19th October
Half term holiday (students depart
at 1540)
Monday 5th November
Term recommences
HOW TO CONTACT US
By Post
Hockerill Anglo-European College
Dunmow Road, Bishop’s Stortford
Hertfordshire, CM23 5HX
By Email
admin@hockerill.com
By Telephone
+44 (0) 1279 658451
By fax
+44 (0) 1279 755918
Twitter @HockerillColl

Speech Day
Programme

Speech Day 2018 must have been one of the
warmest ever but far from wilting in the heat the
glorious weather added to a joyful atmosphere
as the College looked back over the year’s
achievements. The outgoing Head Boy and Girl,
Griff and Zoe, gave excellent speeches reflecting
on their time at Hockerill while Dr Braeckman
Speech Day
considered change and reminded us that without
2018
it there would be no butterflies and Mrs Lawson
The Marquee
reiterated the significance and importance of
being a language college for our community. Mr
Markham movingly remembered the contribution of Mr Dennis to Hockerill
and one of the Music Department’s excellent pieces gave everyone the chance
to remember him and his family.
Prize winners, Year 13 and their families were then all treated to a fantastic
reception on the Cedar Lawn giving everyone the opportunity to celebrate a
successful year.
Please click on the image of the Speech Day programme, which includes a
review of the year from each of our Heads of Year.

Hampers and
Champers
2018
The glorious weather of the morning became a splendid evening as Mr Bond,
the Big Band and vocalists treated the assembled crowd to a fantastic night
of musical entertainment. The department will be sad to see some significant
contributors moving on this year but it was also lovely to see some new
young talent coming through. Thank you to everyone who contributed to
making Hampers once again a high point of the Hockerill calendar.

Year 11 Prom
Mrs N Ashlee-McCrae

It’s been a busy few months for Year 11 as they have worked hard revising and preparing for their GCSE examinations.
We held a final assembly back in May before they went on study leave and then it was full steam ahead for their
examinations. The final examination took place in the morning of 21st June and it was nice to then transform St
Albans Hall into the Prom venue. The prom committee had chosen ‘An evening in Paris’ as their theme and I was
tasked with trying to deliver this for them on the night. It was a joy to welcome Year 11 on the Principal’s Lawn for
drinks and to see them looking so grown up and refreshed after finally finishing their GCSEs. St Albans Hall was
officially opened and the students were very pleased with the Parisian setting. It was lovely to share the dance floor
with many of them and they were a delight to spend the evening with. I have thoroughly enjoyed being Head of Year
for these students since Year 8, thank you to all students and parents for your support over the years. Enjoy your
summer and I look forward to seeing you on results day, fingers crossed!

Year 13 Prom
The Year 13 Leavers’ Ball was held at Parklands, Quendon Hall, on Wednesday 27th June, which was a glorious
evening, with the both the setting and the students looking fabulous. Year 13 celebrated the end of their time
at Hockerill with a three course meal, speeches and form videos, a speech from Mr Clark, Director of Sixth Form,
followed by a disco. Staff enjoyed catching up with what students have been up to since finishing their exams
and having the chance to wish them well in whatever they chose to do in the future.

Year 12 Induction
On Friday 22nd June, the Sixth Form team took a group
of students (some current and some new, including
new boarders) to High Lodge, Thetford Forest, for the
Induction Day. It was a fantastic and exhausting day
swinging through the trees a great heights, balancing
across challenging high wires and leaping across
expanses to grasp hold of safety netting. Combat
teams took part in Battlefield Live; authentic combat
experience using gaming guns. Several students had
the opportunity to go mountain biking through the forest, whilst others
took a slightly less active option to Segway through the trees before all
enjoying a delicious BBQ. It was a brilliant day where students and staff had
the opportunity to get to know one another and form new friendships in
a relaxed but adventurous way and we look forward to building on that in
September.

Adiós a las súper chicas
españolas
Mr A Whiteley

One of the foundations of the College’s culture and ethos is the
international dimension, each year we are fortunate to be able to offer a
number of places in the College to students from other countries within
Europe. We are all enriched by the inclusion of students from abroad who
add so much to the diversity and success of the college and which enrich
us all.
Last year, in September, we welcomed five girls from Spain into Year 7 and
the Boarding community. These girls have added and given so much more
to the College than we have to them. They have engaged with everything
we have to offer and joined in as members of clubs, sports and the wide
range of extracurricular activities on offer. Although living and being
educated in a school hundreds of miles from home in a different country
and working in a second language is by no means easy, these girls have
worked incredibly hard to enjoy fantastic success here.
It has been lovely to hear their English develop from quite good to fluent
over the past 10 months. This is not just the spoken word but their
knowledge and understanding of how England works. Their knowledge
and experience will set them high above their peers in school, university
and the world of work in the years to come. Together they can boast
prizes and awards in assemblies, events and Speech Day for both
academic achievement and progress across the College.
We are all very sad that Ana, Beatriz, Inez, Isabel and Manuela are leaving
and wish them all well back home in Spain and hope that, maybe, one
day when they are older they might come back to pursue more of their
education at Hockerill and maybe even begin study for their IB diploma
here in four years’ time.

IB Enrichment Days
This term we have had IB enrichment days where year 7 and year 10 walked
to Hatfield Forest and back. In the forest the students undertook a survey,
and played sports in the meadow. The survey will form part of a larger piece
of research being undertaken by the National Trust. Students were recording
evidence of wildlife and vegetation along the rides in the forest. Students had
to read maps, record evidence and take photographs. They also had dance
sessions led by dance leaders, and played some cricket and rounders in the
lovely weather.

News from the Library
Mrs J Ballard

Another busy term comes to an end. Once again, we took part in the CILIP
Carnegie Shadowing Scheme. The CILIP Carnegie Medal is UK’s oldest book
award for children and young people. It is presented each year alongside
The CILIP Kate Greenaway Award which is for the best illustrated book. Our
‘shadowers’ read the shortlisted titles and their reviews are uploaded to our
page on the CILIP Carnegie website. The Medals are unique in being judged
by children’s librarians. There are also Amnesty CILIP Honour awards which are
selected by a separate team of judges.
The awards were announced on Monday 18th June and we held an event
after College in the Library where we discussed the shortlist and voted for our
favourite title. The students voted for ‘Beyond the Bright Sea’ by Lauren Wolk,
whereas the staff all voted for ‘After the Fire’ by Will Hill.
The CILIP Carnegie winner was ‘Where the World Ends’ by Geraldine
McCaughrean. The Amnesty CILIP Honour went to The Hate U Give by Angie
Thomas. The shortlisted books are all excellent and suitable for a wide range
of students and are available to borrow from the Library

PE Department News

District athletics

Ms J Perry

Sports Day
Sports day was held on Thursday 21st June and we saw the Equipes
competing against each other in track and field events. Allan Lester broke
the school record for discus and Kaima Nwajagu for long jump, jumping a
massive 4.70m. The weather was very warm and money was raised from the
ice cream sales for Kira Farm in Uganda. Results of the Sports Day will be
announced during the Final Assembly.

Hockerill achieved a fantastic accolade on the 3rd July 2018, by coming
2nd in the District Athletics championships. This is the highest the students
have ever been awarded at this event. Many medals were won and there
were notable performances by Kaima Nwajagu in the long jump and
100m, and Anton Aduwa Emovon for 100m, 200m and the relay. For
further winners please see our twitter account @HAEC_sport.

Rounders
Our rounders club has been very popular club this year and we have played
fixtures against other schools. The girls have been working hard on their skills
and their fielding has improved greatly. In the Year 7s’ last match they outed
7 people in a row. This term the girls have also taken part in Equipe rounders.
Sports Dinner
The Annual Sports Dinner took place on Saturday 23rd June. The evening
was a great success with exceptional colours for performance in sports being
awarded, along with awards for junior and senior players, performers of the
year, team of the year, coach of the year and the sports personalities of the
year, awarded to Amber Mays and Max Hopkins. Congratulations to everyone
who was awarded during the presentation on the night, and during the
assemblies in the week that followed.

Kaima Nwajagu

Anton Aduwa-Emovon

Rohana Wilson

Boys Yr8 relay team, Joe Snell, Christian
Igoe, Brian Nyabunze and Harry Fox

Boarders’ Mile
On Saturday 23rd June the boarders took part in a fun run, running one mile.
All boarders ran one mile around our running track. The Boarders’ Mile was
taken on by boarders all over the country, with the aim of the miles adding up
to theoretically being able to walk the circumference of the Earth. On the hot
day it took place students ran and walked the mile dodging water balloons
and collecting stickers to demonstrate each lap of the track.
South Africa Sports Tour
The information evening for the South
Africa hockey and netball tour 2019 was
held this term and was well attended with
a large numbers of students expressing
their interest. Planning for the tour is
well underway, our students will have
the chance to play hockey and netball
matches against local South African
schools, and have training sessions
led by professional hockey and netball
players and coaches. We look forward
to finalising the details for the Tour.

So u th Af rica Sp o rt
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• 10 days in Cap
e Town
• Girls Hockey and
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• Cable Car dow
n Table Top Mou
ntain
• Robben Island
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Duke of Edinburgh’s Award
Scheme
Mrs N Hillcoat-Hyde

With the DofE season well underway, we have now completed all of our
Expeditions.
This Year 70 students took part and completed both the Practice and
Qualifying Bronze Expeditions in Thetford Forest. In preparation for the
Expeditions students worked with their peers to undertake training to prepare
them for the challenge ahead. Students were excellent throughout both
Expeditions and demonstrated great teamwork.
During what was already a busy year for Year 11, thirty-nine students signed
up to take part in the Silver DofE Award. Three students were direct entrants
and thirty-six had previously completed and achieved their Bronze Award.
Throughout the year, the students have been committed to attending training
where they have further developed navigational and camp craft skills, alongside showing commitment to completing the Skills, Volunteering and Physical
Sections. After a cold Practice Expedition with snow in sight, the group were
lucky enough to have sunshine when taking part in the Qualifying Expedition.
This enhanced the views and experiences at various points and in particular at
‘The Roaches,’ a rocky ridge above Leek and Tittesworth Reservoir.
This year, 22 Year 12’s signed up to take part in the Gold Expedition and
13 Year 13 students signed up to complete their Qualifying Expedition. All
students undertook a training day at College in April with A – Z Expeditions
our course provider. The groups along with five members of staff headed to
Brecon Beacons on Wednesday 13 June to undertake their Expeditions.
Gold Expedition
Stephanie Parsons, Yr13

The DofE Gold Expedition is four days of walking in the hills (and camping
for three nights). We went to the Brecon Beacons in Wales, where the British
Special Forces train. Apart from water, which we were allowed to top up, we
had to carry everything we needed in our rucksacks.
The A to Z instructors were, as always, absolutely fantastic. As soon as we
arrived, they asked us to empty our rucksacks to check that we had everything
we needed but no unnecessary weight. We spent the rest of the afternoon
topping up the navigation and camping skills we would need. We spent the
first night in a hostel, with meals provided, and the 4-day Expedition began at
8 o’clock the following morning.
To start with the instructors watched us quite closely, but as time progressed
they backed off, trusting us to manage by ourselves (but each team of 6/7
students had been fitted with a tracker and they were probably watching us
from a nearby hilltop anyway). The weather was quite cool and the rain was
not heavy (for Wales) so conditions were good for walking. The scenery is
fantastic and memories of completing a tough physical challenge as part of a
team will last a lifetime.

Hockerill speaks! End of year
debating showcase
Dr C Millán & Mrs L Spencer

On Wednesday 20th June, Hockerill Speaks!, the Lower College Debating
Club, offered a magnificent display of public speaking and debating skills. The
showcase was admirably presented by Liliana Foster Kane (9P) and included
examples of both planned and unplanned individual public speaking and
team debates. The unique element of this event is that we asked the audience
to suggest possible debating topics which were put in our suggestion box and
used for the unplanned debates.
Anton Trusty (7G) focused on the complex issue of stereotypes and the need
to challenge assumptions. Alex Mulvey (9G) provided a stimulating speech
on the right of celebrities to be in politics. Leila Trusty (9G) provided a critical
and stimulating reflection on the creation and preservation of national heroes.
Finally, George Braeckman (9P) surprised us all with his brave attempt at an
unplanned spontaneous speech on a topic chosen at random from topics
suggested by the audience. He provided an original and eloquent account of
Graffiti: Is it an art?
The second part of the event consisted of a couple of Team Debates. There
was a planned team debate which focused on the timely topic of censorship
in social media. The proposition team consisted of a First speaker (Emma
Barnett 7D), Second speaker (Iris Mamier 7D) and a Third Speaker (Nicholas
Petkov 9P). In the proposition team, the First speaker was Theo Schmidt (8D),
the Second speaker was Swathi Gudapati (9G) and the Third Speaker was
Lesharn McManus-O’Connell (7D).
As a grand finale, we witnessed an extraordinary unplanned team debate
where three Year 9 students (Alex Mulvey, Nicholas Petkov and Leila Trusty)
debated against three members of the audience (two members of Hockerill
staff: Mr Jackson and Mr Markham and one parent, Mrs Schmidt). The debate

CCF
Welbeck Leadership Challenge
Captain N Ashlee-McCrae

From Friday 20th to Sunday 22nd
April, along with Flight Lieutenant
Mascetti, I led a team of ten
CCF cadets from Years 9 and 10
participating in the Welbeck STEM
Cadet Leadership Challenge - a
nationwide event that takes place at
Welbeck MOD Sixth Form College.
Twenty three CCF contingents
competed in a wide ranges of
leadership, endurance, engineering
and teamwork-based challenges.
The ‘Bloodhound’ challenge, which
involved designing and making
a compressed-air-powered car out of plastic ‘k’nex’, was the first task
undertaken by the cadets. They secured a very comfortable first place and
won the opportunity to have their team name painted on the rear wing
of the actual Bloodhound land speed record car! Subsequent outstanding
performances from the whole team throughout the weekend in the
orienteering task, climbing wall and assault course (to name a few), led to
Hockerill CCF contingent (competing with CCF forces of much larger sizes)
being awarded first place overall - the first Hockerill team to do so since
2011 - which was a fantastic achievement and one of which they should all
be very proud!
Overall, the weekend was a brilliant experience for the cadets, who showed
incredible courage, determination, teamwork and perseverance.
Very well done to the ten cadets who took part:
Olivia Boutell (I.C, Year 10), Archie Fraser (2 I.C, Year 10), Hari Savopoulos
(Year 10), Helena Scott-Stevens (Year 10), James Pitkanen (Year 10), Holly
Cattermole (Year 10), David Bintley (Year 10), Oliver Cashman (Year 9), Toby
McCrae (Year 9) and Hannah Trapmore (Year 9)

was chaired by Dr Braeckman, joint Chair of Governors, and the topic selected
at random from the suggestion box was: Should the voting age be lowered
to sixteen? Both sides argued passionately and eloquently but the audience
voted and considered that the proposition team (the Year 9 student team)
was the winner.
Well done to all our speakers. It has been a fantastic year for our debaters
and we look forward to see them all again in September. New members also
welcome!
Beckingham Training Camp
It’s that time of year again when Hockerill College CCF prepares to depart
for their annual CCF Central Camp. This year we are off to Beckingham
Training Camp in Lincoln for a week or both Military and Adventure Training.
Central camp is a great experience for cadets as they are able to put to
use all the skills they have learnt over the year and start to consolidate
their knowledge and understanding. The week is intense but fun and has
a great mixture of both competitive elements as well as non-competitive
elements which reflect all the key elements of the cadet syllabus. Whilst at
Beckingham camp cadets will learn Military skills, visit the Ranges, improve
their Drill, spend the day at Rutland water doing Kayaking, Raft building,
Climbing and possibly Mountain biking. The week
ends with a 24 hour exercise on the training area
where cadets will put all their skills into practice.
Please follow us on twitter @HAEC_CCF

Amnesty
Oliver Dellow, Yr 12

On Wednesday 20th June Hockerill’s Amnesty International Club hosted an
event in the Cloister garden wherein people could write messages on paper
dolls in support of refugees, and these were then put up in a chain in the
cloister. There was also a petition available to be signed, urging the Libyan
government to stop the systematic detention and torture of refugees stranded
in the Mediterranean. Thank you to all the staff and students who supported
the event. A massive thank you to Mrs Rittman for all of her hard work
supporting our Amnesty Club and we look forward to continuing her hard
work next year and hopefully welcoming new members.

BMX Club
Mr A Russell

On Tuesday 26th June, Mr Whiteley and I took the Hockerill BMX Racing Club
to the Lea Valley Velo Park. After an excellent year’s training at Braintree BMX
track, the boys were rewarded with the opportunity to demonstrate what they
had learnt on the London 2012 site. After morning sessions on the velodrome
track, where they rode on bikes with a fixed crank and no brakes, and the
BMX track, with a start hill of 8m and an air temperature of 33 degrees, the
boys ended with a ride on the mountain bike trails around Queen Elizabeth
Park. Despite the heat, everyone acquitted themselves admirably, including Mr
Whiteley. Well done lads!

f5 Equipe Cricket League 2018
Mr G Dinwiddy

For those who haven’t heard of the shortest form of the game, at Hockerill
we play a lunchtime, six-a-side version of t20 cricket that only lasts five
overs: f5. It is the longest Equipe sports competition and the only one that
pits mixed teams against each other. Each team has students from Year 7-10
and girls have always played a part alongside the boys. After five rounds, and
20 exciting matches, the last round, Finals Day, is traditionally held in the
afternoon of Speech Day with all four games played back to back.
The enthusiasm that the students have had for the competition has been
fantastic and the level of cricket improved week on week. We were not
disappointed by the quality on show with both Pascal teams winning to
relegate both Goethe teams to the bottom of the table, a consummate
performance from Da Vinci Red Force, out of contention from their loss the
previous day, and a rampant display of batting and bowling from Brunel
Blues.
Going into the last day, three teams looked to be set to bring the league
down to Net Run Rate, but with Brunel Bees and Da Vinci Daredevils both
loosing, Brunel Blues had only to win to claim their first championship. They
did so in truly magnificent style with Captain Luke Hale and all-rounder
Lorcan Neville reaching the required total by scoring 30 runs off just 10 balls.

Maths
Olympiad
Success
Mrs A Goldsmith

Hockerill has taken part in the
International Maths Olympiad for a
number of years but this year saw
Year 11’s Dewi Chappel achieving a
perfect score of 135 in the qualifying
paper, something that has never
been achieved by a Hockerill student
before. Dewi was then one of 1,600
students (from the original 250,000
entered nationwide) to progress to
the Olympiad where he achieved a
distinction, finishing in the top 300,
and receiving a medal (there is only

one category above that; the top
150 also receive a book prize).
Congratulations to Dewi on a
superb achievement.

Lessons from Auschwitz
Freddy Fossey-Warren, Yr 12

On Thursday 22nd, I went on a trip to Auschwitz with the Holocaust
Educational Trust as part of their Lessons From Auschwitz project. Through
the course I learnt about pre-war Jewish life and heard the first hand
testimony from Rudi Oppenheimer, who was held at Bergen-Belsen. We were
encouraged to focus on individuals who had their lives and identities stripped
from them.
Auschwitz:
Arbeit Macht Frei, a German phrase meaning “Work liberates” or “Work
makes one free”. Its placing at the entrance to the concentration camp
Auschwitz, a place where 1.1 million people were murdered, 900,000 Jewish,
has made it one of the most enduring symbols of the Holocaust. Auschwitz
itself, however, looked far from what I was expected of a concentration
camp. Having been built around the barracks of the polish town of Oświçim,
the camp had the appearance of a small village. It had been left mostly
untouched, aside from some of the blocks being turned into museum exhibits.
One of these blocks was dedicated to the victims’ belongings; it was here that
we saw masses of shoes, pans, personal belongings… a pile of suitcases,
each representing a family torn apart, and a mountain of human hair, some
still in styles and braids, each representing a thinking feeling person with a
personality and a life cut tragically short.
Birkenau:
After Auschwitz I, we took a bus ride to Birkenau and it couldn’t have been
more different. Unlike Auschwitz I, it was a purpose-built extermination camp.
The first thing that struck me was the size, at 10x the size of Auschwitz,
Birkenau was far more intimidating. The second thing that struck me was the
cold. With the lowest temperature when we went being -5°C, it wasn’t as
cold as it could have been, but seeing the temporary wooden barns used as
accommodation instead of the brick barracks in Auschwitz, knowing it could
reach -30°C in the winter, and knowing the prisoners only had thin pajamas

to wear made it seem all the more colder. Throughout my time in Birkenau it
was hard to accept that I was walking in a place where over 1 million people
lost their lives. No trace of the atrocities were left intact and the camp just
appeared empty and silent. Birkenau just made me feel cold, both externally
and internally, the people who lived and died in there didn’t leave any trace of
human feelings. As victims, they were completely dehumanized. After a brief
service from a Rabbi, we returned to the bus and went home. Rather than
feeling enriched, the experience at Birkenau left me feeling empty.
However, it would be remiss of me to focus this article on myself, on statistics
or on inanimate objects. Instead, this article should be bringing focus to
people.
At 14 years old, Czesława Kwoka was sent to Auschwitz, and at 14 years
old, she died in Auschwitz. In her photo, you can see a cut lip from where she
was beaten by a Kapo or Overseer. Wilhelm Brasse, the man who took the
photo, said of her “Before the photograph was taken, the girl dried her tears
and the blood from the cut on her lip. To tell you the truth, I felt as if I was
being hit myself, but I couldn’t interfere. It would have been fatal for me. You
could never say anything.”She is but one of many people murdered within
Auschwitz. But it wasn’t just people who were killed. The Holocaust lead to
the extermination of 60% of Europe’s Jews and 50% of Europe’s Romani
people as well as millions of ethnic Poles, Slavs and Serbs. The Holocaust
caused the destruction of entire cultures. When we remember the Holocaust,
it is this that we should remember - what was lost.
Most conversations about the Holocaust end with a phrase along the lines
of “never again”. However, genocides have continued since and continue
to this day. Worrying similarities can be drawn between the Holocaust and
the current Rohingya Muslim Crisis. We didn’t have the chance to make a
difference during WW2, but we have the opportunity to make one now. We
have a real chance to improve the humanitarian conditions for the Rohingya
Muslims and defend their legitimate rights, and we should.
“It is man who kills, man who creates or suffers injustice; it is no longer man
who, having lost all restraint, shares his bed with a corpse. Whoever waits
for his neighbour to die in order to take his piece of bread is, albeit guiltless,
further from the model of thinking man than the most primitive pigmy or the
most vicious sadist” - Primo Levi, Auschwitz survivor.

Out of College Successes
We know that students are often as busy out of College as they are in and we are always delighted to hear what
they are up to and celebrate it with their teachers and peers. Please make sure students keep us up to date with
all the exciting things they are doing. This term we would like to congratulate:
Music Successes
The Rotary Club of Bishop’s Stortford Young Musician
Competition took place on Saturday 21st April with
around 100 local musicians competing. There were five
classes (piano, woodwind, strings, brass and vocal) taking
place during the day and then a Winners’ Concert in the
evening. Hockerill students did incredibly well with the
Overall Junior Winner being Olivia Rnjak singing Caro mio
ben by Giordani and Once Upon a Dream from Jekyll and
Hyde. Violinist Sakura Fish won the Overall Intermediate
Award and to complete the trio of Hockerill winners
clarinettist Felicity Henry won the overall Senior Prize as
well as the Young Musician (Instrumentalist) of the Year.
Congratulations to them all.
Sakura has also been selected to be part of the National
Children’s Orchestra for Great Britain.

Olivia Rnjak, Sakura Fish and Felicity Henry

James Baird

Joe Snell

Tom Wagstaff

Anton Trusty

Leila Trusty

Estelle Pierrejean

Hallie Copping-Jones

International Karate Success
Leila and Anton Trusty represented Karate Sport England at
the UKF Karate Competition in Donegal in May and both
came away with medals. Leila received a silver medal in
kata and also in kumite (fighting), while younger brother
Anton received a gold medal in kumite, a silver medal in
the 13-14 boys kumite team event (even though he is still
only 12), and a bronze medal in the 11-12 boys kumite
event.
Fencing Wins
Despite having only been fencing for less than two years,
Year 7’s Tom Wagstaff has already broken into the top 10
for his age group in the country.
The Stort Valley Sabre Club member has been in many
national competitions this term, and on 25 March 2018
came 1st in the Durham Open, Under 13s.
Well done Tom.
County Hockey Selection
James Baird was one of only two players from Bishop’s
Stortford selected for Hertfordshire Boys U15’s who went
on to win the East of England Counties Championship.
Eastern Regional Tetrathlon Team
Year 9’s Estelle Pierrejean is a bit of a sporting all-rounder
achieving county times in a variety of swimming events,
qualifying for the Pony Club National Winter Triathlon
Championships and also the British Riding Club Eventer
Challenge Nationals representing Saffron Walden and
District Riding Club. In September she will compete in the
British Riding Club National Show-Jumping Championships
and the Sunshine Tour Eventers Challenge Finals at
Hickstead. She also competes for the Eastern Regional
Tetrathlon Team - which is Shooting/Swimming/Riding/
Running. Good luck to her in all of these.
Boston Academy Cup
Talented footballer, Joe Snell, in Year 8 competed for
his Academy side in the Boston Academy Cup beating
Nottingham Forest in the finals – well done to them.
Hole in One
Hallie Copping-Jones competed in the Under 15s Open at
Enfield Golf Club and scored a brilliant hole in one on the
14th.

Languages Trips in the
Summer Term
Mme Clement, Frau Hübner, Mme Graves & Dr Millán

All the language trips that happen throughout the year are designed as a key part
of the students’ linguistic development at Hockerill. The summer term is always
a particularly busy time for the Languages Faculty. Here is a snapshot of what
happened in the various trips that were organised:

End of an Era in
Hockerill Skiing
Mr J James

Year 7
In French, students travelled to la Grande Ferme, in Normandy. This is the
College’s largest residential trip, 55 students in total! The trip to Normandy is well
established and because there are so many of us we have the Farm to ourselves!
The weather was kind and, as usual, the Mont St Michel walk and the Bayeux
Tapestry were stunning. Lots of French was spoken to and by the students and
some delicious food was eaten including food bought by the students themselves
in the market and snails!
In turn, Year 7 German students went to Freiburg at the end of May. During three
sunny and warm days they explored the Black Forest, visited Freiburg and Basel,
and were able to test out their language skills in real-life situations. For many it was
the first time in Germany, and they returned with lots of confidence and motivation
after experiencing how their new language can help them in everyday situations.
Year 8
Year 8 students have the opportunity to go on language exchanges, which are an
added challenge to the offer of the previous year. In French, from 10th to 19th June,
it was our turn to visit our partner school in Saint-Germain en Laye, near Versailles.
This is the second year of this French exchange. The students spent two full days
in school and attended lessons with their partners, allowing them to experience
the long days and differing teaching styles present in a French school. The
programme of activities also included visits to Versailles Palace, France Miniature
and Breteuil. In addition to learning about local and national history, the students
had opportunites to develop their language skills during orienteering and treasure
hunt activities in Saint-Germain en Laye and also Go Ape activities where they had
to follow a set of safety instructions in French.
Year 8 German students went to Germany in 2 groups in June: while 19 students
explored Munich and the surrounding area on a study trip, 21 took part in the
exchange to Potsdam. Everyone returned with improved communication skills
and pride in the progress they have made in German this year. It was great to see
students from both groups sharing their stories with each other on their return.
Year 9 and Year 10
At the end of March, Miss Reibel, Mme Marin, Mme Jones and Mme Clement
took 31 Year 9 and 10 students to an exchange in Liège. Year 9 bravely attended
Belgian school for a couple of days and visited Liège and Namur (the capital city
of Wallonia). Year 10 students spent the week doing work experience in bakeries,
snack shops and nursery schools, which have enable them to practise their French
in real situations. It was lovely to see such strong friendships creating and to see
the numerous activities that the Belgian families had prepared to keep our students
busy. We were very proud of the Year 9 and 10 students who tried the different
food, behaved in an excellent manner and most of all we were very impressed by
their little Belgian accent developing through the week!
In February, Frau Stege took a group of particularly eager German students from
Year 10 to Münster for a week of work experience. Working in schools, shops and
cafés, and staying with local host families, our students impressed everyone by
living completely immersed in the language and they all returned full of exciting
memories, and a step closer to being well-prepared for their GCSE exams next year.

Strasbourg

2018 saw the last ski trip in its current form. For approximately 14 years
Mr Whiteley has spent massive amounts of time organising the ski trips.
The early trips were in France, followed by Italy and the final ‘HQ’ was Zell
am See in Austria. Countless students were introduced to the ‘white stuff’
over the years as were many staff. Many staff and students continue the
winter pastime thanks to the introduction to the sport by Mr Whiteley.
One student even went on to be a ski instructor in New Zealand as a
result of her introduction via the College ski trip. Hours and hours have
been spent ensuring that all the trips ran smoothly and Mr Whiteley was
richly supported by Mrs Whiteley prior, during and after many of the
trips. The role of supporting Mr Whiteley was very literal one year (after
Mr Whiteley broke a bone in his foot while up the mountain). Each year,
40 – 50 students accompanied staff to the resorts and places were very
much sought after by students and staff alike. Mr Whiteley’s ambition
was for students to be able to organise their own ski adventure when
they are older, and to do so with fun, safety and respect to the sport
and the environment in mind. It is without doubt that this ambition was
achieved and on behalf of all students, and all staff who were privileged
to be involved with the trips; we thank Mr Whiteley for the leadership,
professionalism and dedication that has inspired us all. From white outs,
coach boots!, deadly toboggan rides to emergency storm evacuation,
dodgy fashion display and, of course, black 38!!! Thank you

Nihongo Cup
On Saturday
16th June
the finals of
the Nihongo
Cup 2018, a
nationwide
Japanese
speech
competition
took place in
London with Hockerill having two
students who had progressed to the
finals. Kei See from Year 13 won the
KS5 competition and is off to Japan
next month all expenses paid for
a worldwide competition as a UK
representative. Also Year 9’s Emma
Troman achieved second prize in the
KS3 category. Many congratulations
to them both.

House of Lords
Mrs S Rittman

On Thursday
28th June
Year 7 had
the wonderful
opportunity
to take part
in a Skype
meeting
with a
member of the House of Lords.
Lord McFall of Alcluith answered
questions that Year 7 students had
prepared in their Wellbeing lesson
as the culmination of their topic of
Democracy. It was fascinating to
hear his experiences in both the
Commons and the Lords, and Year 7
were a credit to the College.

Year 7 – It’s been a particularly good one
Mr A S Whiteley

We often have a Year 7 group assembly in the College Refectory and I like
to begin with a look out of the window to see how the season is treating
our beautiful campus. In September it is usually really still summer and our
parkland campus still looks at its best. The new students at Hockerill soon
learn how proud we are of the grounds we are lucky enough to call our own
and take an interest in how the seasons change it so much over the course
of one academic year. This year our new student cohort arrived from over 70
different primary schools and it was clear from the start that they, collectively,
had the potential to do very well here.
As summer changed into autumn, new friendships were made across the
year group as the children established themselves in lessons, prep, clubs
and within the boarding community. Lots of children took on roles of
responsibility such as Form Captain, Form Prefects, Librarians and Sports
Captains. These youngsters have worked incredibly hard over the year to
support their peers and the events put on for them. Senior school is a step up
from Primary school in many ways and after our first six weeks the children
were ready for half term having spent their energy establishing themselves
as a contributory part of our very special Hockerill community. By now they
understand that anything they do, good or bad, has an effect upon our
culture. Their behaviours drive our standards and their actions and attitudes
describe their year group.
The year has had many highlights, our first IB Day was led by members of the
Sixth Form who taught the children about the United Nations and then the
Year 7 students took part in a mock-up of the UN General Assembly, dressing
up in national costume and debating serious issues from the individual
countries point of view.
Autumn turned to winter and lots of children and their families began the
start of the Christmas festivities in College with the Christmas Market with
real snow! Both a joy and a curse in equal measure. The Year 7 turnout for
the Equipe Carol Singing Competition included just about everybody and
the singing was tuneful and with spirit. A similar high participation level
was witnessed during the Christmas Jumper Day when £500 was raised
for charities suggested by, and supported by, the students. The first term
ended with a lovely final assembly in All Saints Church and a rendition of the
competition carol, “O little town of Bethlehem”.
Winter gripped the College and the” Beast from the East” froze us all but the
students continued to work hard and to largely enjoy the extreme weather.

The Lent term is always one of hard work, consolidation of good habits of
work, prep and club attendance. I know the students in Year 7 are very
thankful to the teachers and other adults who have given them so much this
year over and above what they were expecting. We have a superb team of
form tutors who have worked incredibly hard, helped, supported and guided
all of the students throughout the year.
The long Easter holiday was most welcome and as winter gave way to spring
which quickly changed to summer our campus bloomed into one of the best
Mays for a long time. Freetime could be spent outside once again with the
Winchester lawn proving very popular meeting place at lunchtime.
As always there are many children who set such a good example to the rest
of their peers, they should be commended individually and there are always
students who feel they have been overlooked for praise. You know who
you are and thanks for doing what you did, working so hard, achieving your
goal and helping others. There are many examples of individual children’s
successes both in College and whilst pursuing their other interests, these
include Harry Argent in Table Tennis, Tommy Glover for Football, Alice Borman
for Swimming, Dan Bates in Acting, Iris Mamier for Music and Fynn Rushman
for Athletics.
The Rhodes Arts Complex Pantomime 2017 was a magical performance
of Snow White and The Seven Dwarfs in association with Phoenix Theatre
Arts, Summer Stevens performed as a dancer in 23 of the 32 performances
over the Christmas holiday period. “Oh no she didn’t”, “Oh yes she did!”.
In April the Rotary Club of Bishops Stortford Young Musician of the Year
competition took place at Bishops Stortford College. Olivia Rnyak used her
Grade 5 training, lots of practice, commitment and hard work to sing “Caro
Mio Ben” by Giordani and “Once Upon a Dream” from the Musical Jekyll and
Hyde ending the competition as the Junior Champion. Thomas Wagstaff has
been Fencing for just 18 months and in this time has risen rapidly through
the ranks of his chosen sport. During the Lent term he travelled to the North
East of England to the Durham Open held at Durham University. Thomas
completed this tournament ranked 7th in the UK in the U12 category, winning
a Silver medal. “ Gan on son!” as we say in Durham.
What really strikes me about this particular cohort is they are a group that
function well together, they have an identity as a group and will be influential
in setting a good example for the next new group of students in September.

Six Week Exchange to
Santiago

Former Pupil representing
his country at Russia 2018

Dr Millán

Mr S Clark

For the fourth year running, three
Year 9 students have had the
privilege to take part in a unique
6 week exchange experience in
Santiago de Compostela (Spain).
Harriet Dunne, Annie Stephens
and Hannah Trapmore left on
Saturday 19th May 2018 and will
be returning on Sunday 8th July.
The girls have lived with Spanish
families and they have attended
lessons at our partner school in
Santiago. We are looking forward
to welcoming the girls back and hear about her adventures in Santiago (in
perfect Spanish, of course!). Their Spanish partners will be at Hockerill for
the first half of Michaelmas terms.

As a College we were delighted
to watch our former student
William Ekong (Sept 2005 –
June 2010) represent Nigeria
at the Football World Cup in
Russia. Unfortunately, the team
did not progress from the group
stage losing 2 – 0 Croatia,
winning 2 – 0 Iceland and
narrowly losing 2 – 1 Argentina
but playing against the likes of
Lionel Messi and some of the
world’s top footballers is some
achievement.

Such a fantastic immersion opportunity would not be able to happen
without the support from parents and families who believe in the value of
this type of experience.

William currently plays for
Turkish club Bursaspor. He also
represented Nigeria at the 2016 Rio Olympics, where the team won a
bronze medal.

